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AOD Media Waich

AOD Media Watch aims to assist
journalists to report more objectively
using science and evidence rather than
perpetuating myths, opinions and moral
panic. It is not funded and governed by
a reference group.

We have developed guidelines for
journalists, people who are asked to
comment on AOD-related issues and
consumers.

In addition, we provide critical analysis
of media reporting, both good and bad.

@AODMediaWatch

& AODMediaWatch

Since launching at the 2017 VAADA
conference, we have published 34
critical analyses and highlighted 11
examples of good reporting, and started

a behind the headlines series,

interviewing journalists that have been
instrumental in assisting with positive
policy change, such as Herald Sun
reporter lan Royall, who published a
number of pieces regarding the
Melbourne Supervised Injecting Centre.

Our reach has increased to 864
Facebook followers and 512 Twitter
followers.

To continue to publish articles AOD
Media Watch needs your submissions!

What can | do?

If you spot a piece of excellent or poor
media reporting on AODs, submit your
critical analysis via the website using
the easy template.

Think about AOD
reporting

When viewing AOD-related media,
consider how the AOD issues are
presented. Is alcohol constructed as a
non-drug: as an economic commodity
or even a medicine? Is the drug
constructed as a pathogen, as
criminogenic, having a certain inherent

agency? =
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Deconstructing AOD Media

Moore (2004) highlights the agency of
certain drugs by the construction of
certain personalities or “drugalities”,
with heroin taking people hostage,
methamphetamine perverse and
alcohol as a larrikin.

Language, like the term "synthetics®, is
used to conflate drugs and create moral
panic. This term elicits the “appeal to
nature” logical fallacy, in which people
think synthetic is more harmful than
natural.

People who use drugs are referred to as
‘ilunkies’, ‘addicts’ or ‘users’,
perpetuating stigma.

More subtle marginalisation occurs
through the use of terms like ‘dirty’ or

‘clean’ and ‘drug abuse’, suggesting any
use is problematic.
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Stigmatising coverage distorts perception of WA murder case MOST RECENT ARTICLES
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Recent court reporting on the case of a WA man murdered over a $15,000 debt has focussed on the fact
that those responsible (and the victim) all reporied using methamphetamine. \While there is no indication

SUBSCRIBE
that methamphetamine intoxication was a significant factor in the killing (or the subseguent freatment of the
victim’'s body), media coverage has fe . ‘Three meth users jailed over Perth mar
lason =dge’s deaih’
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