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In the spirit of deepening relationships, Cancer Council WA acknowledge all the Traditional
Custodians and owners of country throughout Western Australia and recognise their continuing
connection to land, waters and community. We also pay our respect to their Elders and
extend that respect to all Aboriginal peoples living and working in this area.



Alcohol causes cancer

Alcohol causes
7 types of cancer

Mouth and pharynx
Larynx
Oesophagqus

Breast

Liver

Bowel

Alcohol is a Group 1 Carcinogen.

When it comes to cancer risk, there is
no safe level of alcohol use.

Cancer risk increases as alcohol use
increases.

Community awareness of the link
between alcohol and cancer is low.

Around 4% of all new cancer cases in
Australia are due to alcohol.
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Alcohol Prevention Policy

This policy was developed by Cancer Council’s expert Nutrition, Alcohol and Physical Activity sub-
committee and endorsed by Cancer Council’s National Public Health Committee.

This policy has been externally reviewed by Dr Michael Livingston (National Drug Research Institute,
Victoria), Kathryn Elliot (the Alcohol Mindset Coach) and Dr Annalee Stearne (National Drug
Research Institute, Western Australia)

This section was published in December 2024.

Contact us at cancercontrolpolicy@cancer.org.au.

https://www.cancer.org.au/about-us/policy-and-advocacy/prevention/alcohol/policy-priorities
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Key policy priorities

Restrict alcohol advertising, promotion and
sponsorship

® Reform alcohol taxation so that all alcohol products are taxed based on their alcohol content.

Reform alcohol pricing policies ® Introduce a minimum (floor) price for alcohol that sets a price per standard drink below which

alcohol cannot be sold, set at a level informed by evidence and regularly indexed.

Build community understanding of the risks
of alcohol use through evidence-informed health
warning labels and public education campaigns

Restrict the physical availability of alcohol
through strengthened liquor laws
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Concerns about cheap alcohol

« Really cheap alcohol products represent only a small proportion of the
alcohol products for sale in WA, but account for a large share of the

harm.

« Alcohol products at the bottom end of the market are targeted at people
who drink at high-risk levels and sold to them in dangerously high

volumes.
fresh dry white X =
ks . A
$9.99 for 4L of wine $7.99 for 2L of wine
| 38 standard drinks 20 standard drinks
53 26c¢ a standard drink e ~ 40c a standard drink
— D LO= 0= u= | .
4 8
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What is a minimum unit price?

« Sets the lowest price per standard drink an alcoholic product
can be sold for.

* Reduces retailers’ ability to heavily discount alcohol.

« Raises the prices of the cheapest alcohol products at the
bottom end of the market.
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Strengths of a floor price

« Contribute as part of a
comprehensive approach

* Price is one of the most
effective levers to reduce
harm

* Whole of population
approach

« Targeted strategy

8 | Addressing cheap alcohol

Healthier and safer
community for all

Limited impact on moderate
drinkers

Cost effective to implement
Reduce health inequalities

Builds on and adds value to
other Initiatives
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MUP is well-represented in strategy
documents and frameworks

Fl;ﬁ)%i Government of Western Australia

vernm
Department of Health

Western Australian Health Promotion Strategic Framework
2022-2026

Sustainable
Health
Review

NATIONAL
STRATEGY

2019-2028

A 5-year plan to reduce preventable chronic disease and injury due to common risk factors in our communities

health.wa.gov.au

Final Report to the Western Australian Government

@ Government of Western Australia
Mental Health Commission

N\

Western Australian
Mental Health Promotion,
Mental lliness, Alcohol and Other

gl o Egﬂﬁf:ﬁ

AAn evidence-based and evidence-informed guide
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Where in the world has an
alcohol floor price been adopted

Implemented .

* _ Implemented Implemented 50p
* Northern $1.30 per 50p MUP per unit
| Territory | standard drink Scotland May 2018 March 2020
* g Oct 2018 to 2025 A
Implemented ‘ Has had a
Implemented €1.00 MUP 2 4 version of a
50p per unit Ireland January 2022 Canada floor price
April 2020 since the
1990s

Sl Some Eastern
Russua Uzbeklstan Ukraine Kyrgyzstan European countries
have a floor price
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] WONEWS
Outcomes in the NT e
floor price on alcohol, which might be linked to

harm reduction, researchers say

Real-world evidence shows a floor price can save lives, cut crime,
and reduce hospital admissions.

In the NT, $1.30 floor price, as part of a suite of measures, has seen
reductions in:

 alcohol sales « ICU admissions

 alcohol-related assaults (13% reduction) « road crash injuries and fatalities

» ED presentations (19% reduction) « Sobering Up Shelter admissions (while
. ambulance attendances treatment episodes increased)

* hospital admissions

Sale of cask wine in Darwin & neighbouring Palmerston almost halved in the first 12 months.
50.6% reduction in cask wine sales NT-wide.
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Responses to NT Government decision

- GAD‘& ._ fq rF menzies

AMSANT e

Flinders 's alcohol action coalition
g University people PAAC

MEDIA RELEASE

Urgent call for NT Government to retain floor price on
alcohol to prioritise health and safety of Territorians

Today representatives from community, health, research and Aboriginal community-controlled
organisations have called on the Northern Territory Government to reconsider their plan to
scrap the Minimum Unit Price (floor price) on alcohal.

This call comes amidst strong community opposition to the Government's proposal to remove
evidence-based alcohol harm minimisation measure,

Aboriginal Medical Services Alliance Morthern Territory (AMSANT) Chief Executive, Dr John
Paterson said, “This week the NT Coroner, Elisabeth Armitage handed down her report on the
inquest into Aboriginal women killed by domestic violence in the NT.

“The report included two explicit recommendations on alcohaol, including for an evidence-based
alcohol strategy to reduce alcohol availability to reduce domestic, family and sexual violence.

"We need to be doing everything we can to keep our communities safe, and we know that
alcohol exacerbates family and domestic violence. Removing the floor price would lead to more Cancer
alcohol harms, more crime and more disadvantage. COI..II'IC“

WA
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Responses to NT Government decision

What else was said?

Opposition members and crossbenchers

spoke up against the decision.

“[The CLP] wants to make it cheaper 'h.
and easier for people who struggle “'?' -
with alcohol to access the very thing &"
that causes them and their p

community the most harm.” : -
Selena Uibo, Labor

""“:;"\

“If a floor price reduces the harmful effects
of alcohol by even a small amount, we will
all benefit and there is overwhelming

"

evidence that this pollcy is worklng

“Why would we want more access to
cheap grog in the NT? This is to benefit
the alcohol industry, plain and simple.”

~ Kat McNamurc;,- NT Greens-=

During the debate an open letter
was read out - signed by 230
individuals, health, community,
research and Aboriginal-controlled
organisations - calling on the NT
Government to engage, listen and
consult with them on alcohol policy.

OPE‘I} ]er
€r: Putting
‘md‘\ihn g the health, udlbunf

of”’ iun[ou ans firse

Source: https://fare.org.au/northern-territory-government-scraps-alcohol-floor-price/
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April 2024 AFOI.E%EOL
Minimum Unit Pricing SCOTLAND

Continuing and optimising a life-saving policy

On 17 April 2024, the Scottish Parliament voted to:

v Continue MUP beyond the end of April 2024

v Increase MUP to 65p per unit from 30 September 2024

v MUP has achieved its aims

of reducing alcohol-related harm

*®

Saved an estimated

Averted an estimated
411 hospital
admissions per year
(4.1% reduction)

Reduced inequalities
156 lives per year

(13.6% reduction)

with the most lives
saved among the 40%
most deprived groups

MUP has achieved these positive health
impacts through reduced consumption:

Population consumption reduced by
w an estimated 3%, driven by a

reduction in off-trade alcohol sales

‘MUP has contributed to saving lives
and slowing the increase in alcohol-
- specific deaths seen across the UK
since the pandemic.”
e Dr Tara Shivaji
Consultant in Public Health Medicine
) Public Health Scotland

Hazardous and harmful drinking

ﬁ reduced, with people who bought
the most alcohol reducing their

purchasing the most

. IT.here have been no significant negative impacts on alcohol producers or sellers.

= There is no evidence of widespread social harms, such as increased drug use, illicit

alcohol use or impacts on household spending.

Ein

This was supported by more than 80 organisations, including medical bodies-:‘

children’s charities, and organisations representing people with lived experience

Achieving its aims in Scotland

MUP was increased to 65p per unit to make good
on inflation and proactively react to the public
health emergency.

of alcohol problems, in Scotland and beyond.

Failure to increase MUP to 65p would have resulted
in an estimated 800 more deaths and almost
10,000 additional hospital admissions,
at an estimated cost of £11 million
to our hospitals and NHS.

TI1
n
TR

(4

9- An automatic uprating mechanism to link MUP to affordability into the future

What we need next:

« An alcohol harm prevention levy on retailers’ profits from MUP, to support local
action on preventing alcohol harms and improving treatment and recovery support \*I

MUP alone is not enough

The Scottish Government's alcohol strategy contains 20 actions to reduce aleohol

consumption and harm in Scotland, though a number of these have yet to be fully
implemented.

The Scottish Government should:

/" Introduce statutory restrictions on alcohol marketing to protect
children and young people

" Restrict the display and promotion of alcohol in shops so it is
only wisible to those wanting to browse or purchase alcohol

v Improve controls on where, when, and how alcohol is sold
" Increase investment in the early identification of those at risk of harm

/" Improve person-centred treatment and recovery support
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Encouraging outcomes in Wales

« Smooth implementation

« Some very cheap alcohol products no longer
available

* Indications overall consumption has declined

« Unintended consequences did not
materialise significantly

« Opportunity for additional supports for heavy
and dependent drinkers on low incomes

« Effect of 50p per unit minimum price has
eroded over time — price needs updating.

15 | Addressing cheap alcohol

Final report - Review of the
introduction of Minimum Pricing for
Alcohol in Wales
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MINIMUM UNIT
(FLOOR) PRICE ON ALCOHOL

September 2024

Qur organisations and over 30 affiliates stand ready to work with the WA Government
to reduce harms in the community caused or exacerbated by alcohol.

Urgent

Marlidmmshcmmdnn‘pdauﬂmhm . THE ASK

That a floor price for
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STRONG COMMUNITY
SUPPORT FOR CHANGE

DGWMEWMSZWGMnFWAMW
concer
mvtamswhmulhmmﬂmm
alcoholic products are not sold for cheaper prices than
bottled water or soft drinks. Here is what some Western

ability to access urgent medical treatment, the amenity of
our communities, safety on our roads and in our homes,
and the health and wellbeing of our children. The harms are
nﬂ—lmmmlnfmﬂﬂmpnine mmwm
services, and to

family vi

EXPECTED BENEFITS Tl]
WA COMMUNITIES

ity e to say wihy they
WAM"::;;:-M o - v Thaaulduwm{:lau’ﬂntaﬂmrpnmfurﬂml’dmm
and cut crime.
Leading ity organisati State are The . Wales,
concer extent of are i m- it pri il
benefits, while C: EastemnE es

willing to work i chieve positis

If it helps reduce
alcohol fuelled
vinlence then 'm
all for it.

price for decades.

Inthe Morthern Territory, by targeting cheap products at the
bottorn end of the market, tmﬂwrmladinupﬁmit
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THE ASK

- Thatafloor price for alcohol be introducedin WA at $1.50 * Thefloor price be applied to all retail alcohol sales into

per standard drink and regularly adjusted for inflation. WA, including all alcohol delivered into WA to reduce
alcohol’s contribution to harming families and ensure

equity for Western Australian based businesses.

The Northern Territory Government'’s legislationis a
good example of how a floor price can apply to alcohol
delivered into a jurisdiction.

« A whole of State approach be taken to ensure the
benefits are delivered across the State everywhere they
are needed.

- That awholistic policy approach be taken to complement
a floor price with enhanced access to treatment and
appropriate community supports where it is needed.

- That a well-designed evaluation program be
implemented to monitor community benefits, identify
any potential unintended consequences, and help inform
other jurisdictions’ approaches to reducing harm from
alcohol. The Scottish Government’s approach is an
example of a best-practice and well-designed program
of evaluation.
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Coalition approach in WA

Public-facing: Building awareness of Behind the scenes: Building a coalition
harms from alcohol of health and community organisations
« Released an alcohol harms report on behalf of » Briefing organisations about the floor
around 40 leading organisations. price & its benefits and building the
« Ran two digital-led campaigns to raise coalition.
. I?’\ll'vearzpeedssa (t)(];cr)lliirtr?; supporting orgs to raise * Briefing Ministers, their advisors ana
P pporting org other policymakers.
awareness of harms.
ANIMATION VIDEOS aori= @ mm C T G £3¢ Hope
01 ALCOHOL CAUSES CANCER 02 OUR HEALTH SYSTEM IS STRETCHED o . Ggaéh{% o
) » b )
WA'S HIDDEN JOINT STATEMENT J ‘ @
CRISIS: i i Ea
A T . B2 @ o

zzzzzzzzzzz

KIDS
shelterwa




Community voices

want the WA Gowvernment to do more to reduce the
harms from alcohoelic products.

believe that the availability of cheap alcohol is harmful
to the community.

69%

support the WA Government ensuring that alcohelic
products are not sold for cheaper prices thon bottled

water or soft drinks; only 11% oppose.

support the WA Government introducing measures that
target the very cheapest alcohol products that are
shown to result in the most harm; only 12% oppose.

19 | Addressing cheap alcohol

My husband can purchase 3 bottles of red

wine from ALDI for $10.00 which he does each “ If it helps reduce
afternoon. The cheaper the alcohol, the more alcohol fuelled
he drinks, the drunker he gets. | strongly violence then 'm
support the introduction of a minimum unit all for it "
price for alcohol.
Making alcohol cheap or
cheaper than bottled water
It’s shocking that makes it so easy for young
a 750ml bottle of people to get access to it,
wine is cheaper and to develop a ‘normal
than 600ml of coke relation with alcohol
at ALDI.
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Where to from here

« Continue coalition approach
« EXxpand representation

* Monitor post-election
context

e Share insights to inform our
collective strategy

« Address sticking points

20 | Addressing cheap alcohol

Monitor NT outcomes

Elevate community voices in
alcohol policy advocacy

Continue to raise awareness
of harms caused by alcohol

Consider opportunities to
strengthen policy monitoring
and evaluation mechanisms
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Thank you.

julia.stafford@cancerwa.asn.au
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